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Mr. Cornish everywhere appreciates the difficulty of estimating ten- 
dencies — but here and there his own opinion cautiously appears — and 
it is always very interesting. For example, Part II, p. 425, he refers to 
the perennial contest between authority and reason — dogma and science. 
He says: "We cannot say what form the contest will yet take; the 
future, whether of compromise, comprehension, or toleration, is yet far 
distant. The present contest looks, in one direction, toward Rome, 
in the other toward the conclusions of science, which would reduce 
spiritual phenomena to material terms." On the whole, then, does the 
present tendency of the Church of England appear to the author to be 
Romeward? As a churchman and Christian he could not take the 
second alternative. 

J. W. Moncrtef 

The University op Chicago 



PASTORAL FREEDOM IN GERMANY: LITURGICAL AND 

DOCTRINAL 

Organized with a liturgical public order of worship in the beginning, 
the Lutheran churches of Germany have always been more or less 
occupied, and at times disturbed, with the problem of liturgical revi- 
sion. Every change in theological position and every new program of 
ecclesiastical adjustment have involved the standing of the existing 
liturgies. Until the present time liturgical reforms have revolved about 
points of theological dispute, or have been shaped as elements of party 
programs. The liturgical question has now reached the stage of calm, non- 
partisan, scientific consideration. Such is the treatment of the question 
by Professor Bauer 1 of Heidelberg in a lecture before an association of 
Evangelical church ministers in the Grand Duchy of Baden, in June, 
191 1. The lecture is now expanded and published as a volume in a col- 
lection of popular treatises in the field of theology and the history of 
religion. 

The author is immediately concerned with the problem of liturgical 
reform in the Evangelical church of Baden, but he seeks to lift the ques- 
tion out of its local relation and "to represent it in its relation to uni- 
versal conceptions and principles of liturgical reform, and to discuss 
problems which enter into every liturgical revision at the present time." 
The issues now lie between the liturgical forms of the past and the needs 
of present religious culture; the aspirations of the individual and the 

1 Die Agendenreform der Gegenwart. By Johannes Bauer. Tttbingen: Mohr, 
1911. 95 pages. M. 1.80. 
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values of associated worship; the freedom of the minister with respect 
to the form and order of service, and the interests of good order and 
uniformity, in a fixed ecclesiastical system decreed by state authority. 

The discussion slips over into the sphere of the burning church 
question of Germany when the author touches the problem of pastoral 
freedom. He finds more liturgical freedom for the minister in Baden 
than in any of the other state churches of Germany; that is, freedom to 
use or not to use the prescribed order, or to choose another form, from 
some other liturgy. The minister, as leader of the people's devotion, 
must be free. "Only through freedom can he be a living organ, and it 
is life that he should communicate to the congregation." 

But freedom has its limits. The objective limits of the minister's 
liturgical freedom are the edification of the people, and the unity of the 
individual society with the state church; the subjective limit is the 
Christian conscience of the minister, directed and charged with respon- 
sibility for the common good. The relation between pastor and people 
cannot be fixed by law or regulated by unchangeable liturgical forms; 
the relation must always be constituted by an act of confidence — con- 
fidence of the people in the wisdom or faithfulness of the pastor, and of 
the pastor in the piety of his people. This relation necessarily excludes 
interference on the part of the ruling authorities of the established church. 

On the other hand, Hermann Mulert," of the theological faculty of 
Leipzig University, speaks directly and deliberately to the question of 
present concern in German Evangelical circles, viz.: whether the pastors 
of the churches shall rest in their preaching under the restraint of doc- 
trinal and liturgical formularies. Lest it should be thought that his 
brochure is a contribution to the personal controversy dividing religious 
circles during the last year, the author assures the reader that "the 
greater part was written before the Jatho affair had become acute," 
and that it was not meant to be an ecclesiastical polemic, but an eluci- 
dation of an ethical difficulty. 

The ethical problem concerns the veracity and honesty of the pastors, 
in the eyes of the unbelieving community. Every minister is required 
to subscribe to an ordination oath at his induction into the pastoral 
office. In that oath the minister promises to maintain the doctrines 
contained in the confessional writings of the Evangelical Lutheran 
church, which include especially the "Augsburg Confession" (1530) 
and the "Formula of Concord" (1577). Neither of these, however, 

a Wakrhaftigkeit und Lehrverpflichtung. By Hermann Mulert. Tubingen: 
Mohr, 1911. 71 pages. M. 1.50. 
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can any longer be said to represent the belief of the established church 
of Prussia. 

The author points the ethical problem very sharply: Which is in the 
better position, the priest of the mediaeval church who faced the 
reproach: "You do not practice what you preach"; or the modern 
minister of the Evangelical church of Germany, menaced with charges 
of heresy and removal from office if he preaches contrary to sixteenth- 
century Lutheran orthodoxy, who faces the reproach: "You do not 
believe what you teach" ? He says: "Nothing can more deeply injure 
Evangelical Christianity than the suspicion that the minister does not 
speak out freely his deepest convictions." 

The author is convinced that the ministry of the Evangelical church 
in Germany, as well as the church itself, faces disgrace in the eyes of 
the world — the loss of character and influence — if the pastoral office 
is bound by its ordination oaths — just as the standing of the Catholic 
faculties of theology and the Catholic clergy will be ruined by the 
operation of the "Modernist Oath." He believes that the present high 
standing and scientific authority of the Evangelical theological faculties 
are due to the professional freedom of research and expression which 
has prevailed in German universities for several generations. To begin 
disciplinary processes against university professors because of erroneous 
teaching, would mean disaster, not alone to individual professors, but 
to the entire profession and to the universities, not merely at home but 
abroad. Accordingly he argues for such a change in the terms of the 
ordination oaths as will relieve the modern ministry of the charge of 
hypocrisy and of the dangers of concealed convictions. There is no 
place in Protestantism for an infallible teaching office as in Catholicism 
to determine the forms of sound doctrine. If a minister's religious ideas 
are to have vital power in his community, they must be his own — won 
out of his own reflection and in his own experience. 

All the usual considerations against doctrinal subscriptions for the 
pastoral office are urged with moderation; but the German sense of 
responsibility for the material well-being of its servants has gone one 
step farther in the case of pastors than American independence is ready 
to take. The author believes the church is under obligation to make 
some provision for the support of the pastor and his family when he is 
thrown out of his pastoral office on account of doctrinal error. He 
demands for the pastor who is cited for heresy two just privileges: 

(1) protection against destitution in case of removal from office; and 

(2) the co-operation of theological specialists in the settlement of charges 



312 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

against him. The new Prussian heresy law seems to have provided 
these securities in a measure. 

But the minister is not alone responsible for the theological ideas 
he holds. He has had teachers. Those are in a large measure right 
who affirm: "The peculiarly difficult point is the professorial question. 
However little the professors should and will be masters of the univer- 
sity student, the future and present pastors will yet be influenced by 
the high-school teachers. If you do not want pastors of the critical 
theology, then you must remove the teachers of the critical theology 
from the theological faculties." 

Here appears the singular inconsistency of the ruling authorities 
of the Prussian church. Under the new heresy law they have inaugu- 
rated a heresy crusade against the liberal pastors, while they leave the 
far more liberal university professors untouched. The author has not 
pressed this point into the forefront of his discussion (and advisedly so, 
being of that order himself), but he has made the freedom and com- 
manding influence of the university professors in the Evangelical church 
of Germany the standard of comparison for the pastor. The conclusion 
is not hard to draw: Be fair, be consistent; proceed against the uni- 
versity professors as you have against the pastors (a thing not likely to 
take place), or grant the pastors equal freedom with them. Such seems 
to be the dilemma into which the ecclesiastical authorities are being 
pressed by the apologists for a liberal theology in the German Church. 

Errett Gates 
The University of Chicago 



RELIGION AND THE STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE 

The sixth book in the "American Social Progress Series," 1 makes 
a wide appeal to the students of today. The author relates his work 
to the pragmatistic movement in philosophy, and it will be of value to 
the students of philosophy of religion. It is, however, a study of the 
development of an ideal or normal human race, from the standpoint 
of biology as an evolutionary system, and of economics, and seeks to 
show what religion should contribute to such development, and what 
the doctrines of religion would be, which would best make such contri- 
bution. 

1 The Social Basis of Religion. By Simon N. Patten, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor 
of Political Economy, University of Pennsylvania. New York: Macmillan, ion. 
xviii+247 pages. $1.23 net. 



